CHAPTER V

THE CHURCH SURVEYED

FOR a year or two Swedenborg remained at home
attending regularly the meetings of the College of
Mines. In January 1736, however, the sad news
reached him from Brunsbo that his father, Bishop
Jesper Swedberg, had died. Emanuel at once asked
for a month's leave to travel to Skara to be present
at the funeral. King Frederick, of course, gave his
consent.

For thirty-three years Jesper had been bishop of
the old cathedral town of Skara, and not one of the
bees that droned among the sycamores and chestnuts
of the Skara Streets had been more industrious than
he. His cathedral was of fine sandstone, but was
very plain, having suffered greatly from the Danish
invasions in days long past Many of its bishops
before him were Englishmen. His life was spent
in deep piety and simple faith. The reigning
monarchs showed him great favour, and he, in
turn, gave them respeft and sincerity.

'When I became king/ said Charles XI to him,
'I trusted all men; now I truSl none/
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